





Statistics are presented on the utilization of short-stay hospitals
based on data collected in the Hospital Discharge Survey from a
national sample of hospital records of discharged patients. Dis-
charges, days of care, and average length of stay are distributed by
each of the variables age, sex, and color of patient and by geo-
graphic region, bed size, and type of ownership (control)
of hospital.
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UTILIZATION OF SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS:
I SUMMARY OF NONMEDICAL STATISTICS
W. Frank Lewis, Division of Health Resowces Utilization S. Wistics
INTRODUCTION
This report presents estimates on the utili-
zation of short-stay hospitals in the United States
based on information collected in the Hospital
Discharge Survey, a continuous nationwide survey
conducted by the National Center for Health
Statistics, Data were abstracted from about
225,000 hospital records of inpatients discharged
from 424 hospitals that participated in the survey.
Results of the survey permit generation of
four basic types of reports: nonmedical, diag-
nostic, surgical, and patient charges. They are
published in Series 13 of the Vital and Health
Statistics reports and as selected supplements
of Monthly Vital Statistics Reports. 1-23 Esti-
mates shown in this report are for non-Federal
short - stay hospital patients, excluding newborn
infants, discharged during 1973. Nonmedical data
are presented on the number and rate of dis-
charges and of days of care and average length
of stay for patients discharged, by age, sex, and
color and by geographic region, bed size, and
type of ownership (control) of hospitals.
Another program of NCHS, the Health Inter-
view Survey (HIS), also collects information on
hospitalization. The estimates provided by HIS
are generally lower for number of discharges
and greater for average lengths of stay than HDS
estimates because of differences in collection
procedures, population sampled, and definitions.
Data from HIS are published in Series 10 reports.
This nonmedical report will be divided pri-
marily into three areas: an analysis of hospital
discharges, an analysis of days of care and
length of stay, and some comparisons between
the four regions of selected variables. Since the
estimates are based on a sample of discharges
from participating hospitals rather than on all
discharges from all short- stay hospitals, they
are subject to sampling error. Tables and graphs
of approximate sampling errors and instructions
for their use are given in the section “Reliability
of Estimates” in appendix I.
Appendix 11 contains definitions of terms
relating to hospitalization and the character-
istics of patients and of hospitals surveyed. Since
several of these terms have specialized meaning
in the Hospital Discharge Survey, familiarity
with the definitions will aid in interpreting the
data.
SELECTED FINDINGS
An estimated 32.1 million inpatients were
discharged from non-Federal short-stay hos-
pitals in 1973. These patients received an esti-
mated 249.4 million days of care, with an aver-
age length of stay of 7.8 days per hospital epi-
sode. The annual rate of days of care per 1,000
persons in the civilian noninstitutionalized popu-
lation was 1,211.6, and there was an annual dis-
charge rate of 156.1 per 1,000 persons. Approxi-
mately three-fourths (72.3 percent) of the dis-
charges in 1973 were from voluntary nonprofit
1
hospitals. State and local government hospitals
accounted for 20.6 percent of the discharges
and proprietary hospitals for only 7.0 percent.
Patients under 15 years of age accounted
for 12.2 percent of all discharges and had a
rate of discharge per 1,000 population of 70.8.
This contrasted with the population 65 yearsof
age and over, whose rate of discharge was 341.8
per 1,000 population. Differences in hospital
utilization by sex were also noted. Rates of dis-
charge and of days of care were higher for fe-
males than for males. The discharge rate for
females of 180.9 per 1,000 population was 40
percent higher than that for males, 129.2 per
1#00 population, but with hospitalization for
deliveries excluded the discharge rate for fe-
males was only 17 percent higher than the rate
for males. For the group under 15 years of
age, however, the discharge rate for males was
higher than that for females, 78.8 compared to
62,4 per 1,000 population.
Hospitalization utilization figures by color
are grouped in the categories “white,” “all other;’
and “Color not stated.” Since the number of dis-
charges for whom color was not stated is slightly
larger than the all other group, data analysis by
color must be interpreted with caution. Based on
the estimates of patients discharged for whom
color was stated, patients identified as white
outnumbered those in the all other group by about
7 to 1. As a group white patients were older than
all other patients, but each age- sex group had
shorter average lengths of stay than did the cor-
responding group of all other patients.
The age distribution within hospitals varied
by the size of the hospital. The smallest hos-
pitals had proportionately fewer patients 15-64
years of age than did the largest hospitals, in
which only 17.6 percent of the patients were aged
65 years and over. Average length of stay in-
creased with hospital size from 6.4 days in the
small?st hospitals to 8.8 days in hospitals with
500 4eds or more.
Regional differences were apparent in num-
ber of discharges, ranging from 5.0 million in
the West Region to 10.0 million in the North
Central Region. Average length of stay was long-
est in the Northeast Region, 9.0 days, and short-






Patients under 15 years of age accounted for
an estimated 3.9 million discharges, or 12.2 per-
cent of all discharged patients from short-stay
hospitals in 1973. Of these, 1.8 percent were
less than 1 year old, 3.8 percent were 1-4 years
old, and 6.7 percent were from 5-14 years of
age (figure 1). The discharge rate for the group
under 15 years of age was the lowest for any age
group, with a rate of 70.8 per 1,000 population
(table A). In contrast, the discharge rate for
persons 65 years and older was 341.8 per 1,000
population.
Males 65 years and over were discharged
at a rate of 367.0 per 1,000, compared to the
lower rate for females of 323.5 per 1,000. For
the total of all age groups, however, discharge
rates for females excluding deliveries were
higher than those for males, 151.8 versus 129.2
per 1,000. There were more male than female
discharges in each age bracket under 15 years
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Fiaure 1. Percent distribution of patients discharged from short-
&ay hospitals by age, according to sex: United-States, 1973.
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Table A. Number and rate of discharges and of days of care and average length of stay
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Rate of days of care per 1,000 population
1,211.611 1,066.51 1,344.91 1,228.5
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lFigures include data for sex not stated.
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outnumbered female 337,000 to 243,000; at ages
1-4 years, 703,000 to 510,000; and at ages 5-14
years, 1,191,000 to 947,000 (table 17). Within
these young age groups there was a higher per-
cent of the total male discharges than of the
female discharges (figure 1), with 17.4 percent
of the male discharges in the age group under
15 years compared to 8.8 percent for females.
As shown in table A, the rates for males and
for females, excluding deliveries, increased with
increasing age.
Color
Data for patients discharged are shown by
color in table 1 according to the three categories
1!White,t! I‘all other, II and Ilcolor not stated. ” An
estimated 24.4 million white patients and 3.6
million patients in the all other group were dis-
charged from short-stay hospitals in 1973, white
patients outnumbering all other patients by about
7 to 1. Color was not stated on the medical rec-
ord summary sheets for about 4.1 million pa-
AGE
Under 15 years ..........
15-44 years ................
45.64 years ................
65 years and over ......
white All other Color notstated
Figure 2. Percent distribution of patients discharged from short-
stay hospitals by age, according to colon United States, 1973.
tients, a numbr greater than that for patients
identified as all other. The age and sex distri-
bution of those for whom color was not stated
suggests that they were proportional by color
to those for whom it was stated.
There was a higher proportion of white
patients than all other patients 45 years and
over, 48.2 percent and 30.8 percent, respec-
tively. Approximately 1 in 4 of the estimated
white patients were age 65 and over, compared
to 1 in 8 patients other than white (figure 2).
The group of white patients was composed
of 41 percent males and 59 percent females,
compared with 36 percent males and 64 percent
females in the all other category. A smaller
percentage of white females than of all other
females hospitalized for deliveries accounted
for most of this difference.
Bed Size of Hospital
For all hospital sizes the percent of dis-
charges under 15 years of age during 1973 was
approximately the same, between 11 and 13 per-
cent; however, patients differed appreciably in
the percent distributions for three age groups
15 years and older according to hospital size
(table 3). The smallest hospitals had propor-
tionately fewer discharged patients aged 15-64
years old than did the largest hospitals. On the
other hand, for the age group 65 years and over,
the smallest hospitals had more patients dis-
charged (26.6 percent) than the largest hospitals
had (17.6 percent). In other words, the smaller
the hospital the more likely it was that a larger
percent of its discharged patients would be found
in the oldest age group, and the larger the hos-
pital the larger the relative percent of patients
to be found in the age group 15-64 years.
This age and hospital size trend was true
for males and, with the exception of the age group
45-64 years, for females. The percents of female
discharges 45-64 years old were essentially the
same (21.6, 19.6, 20.9, 22.3, 22.3) for each size
hospital. When deliveries were excluded, the
trend of increased percent of patients 45-64
years old with increased size of hospital was
only slightly apparent (24.9, 23.7, 25.0, 26.6,
27.1).
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Type of Ownership of Hospital
Voluntary nonprofit hospitals (operated by
church or other nonprofit organizations) cared
for 23.2 million patients in 1973, or 72 percent
of aU patients discharged from short-stay hos-
pitals (table 4). Government hospitals (controlled
by State or Iocal government) accounted for 6.6
million discharges, or 21 percent of all patients,
and proprietary hospitals discharged 2.3 million,
or 7 percent. There were differences among the
ownership categories in the percent distributions
by age and for each sex. The relative proportion
of male to female discharges varied with the
type of hospital, with government hospitals re-
cording 45 percent more female discharges than
male (3,923,000 and 2,705,000, respectively),
and voluntary and proprietary hospitals both
showing approximately a 51 percent difference.
When deliveries are excluded, the number of dis-
charges for females is around 26 percent greater
than that for males for the total of aIl types of
hospitaIs. There was a noticeable difference
between voluntary and governmen~ hospitals in
the proportion of their patients aged 15-44 years,
with government hospitals having 45.1 percent
and voluntary hospitals only 41.1 percent of
their patients in this age group.
DAYS OF CARE
I AND LENGTH OF STAY
Age and Sex
The rates of days of care by age group
ranged from 229.3 days per 1,000 population
aged 5-14 years to 5,616.1 days for persons 75
years and over (table 6). Starting with age group
5-14 years, the days of care rate increased with
each advance in age. Age groups under 15 years
represented 7.2 percent of all days of care; ages
15-44, 30.7 percent; ages 45-64, 28.4 percent;
and ages 65 and over, 33.7 percent of all days
of care.
The average length of stay for patients dis-
charged during 1973 was 7.8 days (table 9). Av-
erage length of stay increased with each suc-
cessive age group from 4.5 days for patients
under age 15 to 12.1 days for patients aged 65
years and over. About two-thirds of all patients
were discharged within a week (table 7).
The days of care rates per 1,000 population
were lower for females than for males under 15
and over S4 years of age (table 6). Deliveries
exerted less influence on the days of care rate
than on the rate of discharges for females be-
cause of the relatively short average length of
stay. The average length of stay for females
aged 15-44 years is lowered by approximately
half a day when deliveries are included. Gener-
ally speaking, femaIes 15-64 years of age had
shorter lengths of stay than males had, and fe-
males aged 65 and over had longer lengths of
stay (table 9).
Color
Differences between the age and sex dis-
tributions of days of care utilized by white and
all other patients for whom color was stated are
found in table 8. Patients under age 15 years in
the all other group used a larger proportion
(11.5 percent) of days of care than did white
patients in this age group, who used 6.5 per-
cent. Among white patients, approximately 35
percent of the days of care were provided for
patients under 45 years of age; among all others
about 54 percent were provided for this age
group. For ages 65 years and over white patients—
both men and women—used a considerably larger
percent of days of care than did all other patients,
35.8 percent for white patients and 20.8 percent
for all other patients.
There was IittIe difference in the average
Iength of stay for all discharges by color, with
white patients averaging 7.8 days and all other
patients 8.0 days per stay (table 9). This is be-
cause white discharges had a larger percent
of older patients with longer hospital stays than
the all other group had. For every age and sex
group, however, the average stay was signifi-
cantly shorter for white patients than for all
others. Regardless of color status, males had
a longer length of stay than females including
deliveries had. All other maIes averaged ap-
proximately 1 day longer than all other females
when deliveries are excluded, primarily because
of the 8.5-day average length of stay for males
aged 15-44 years. White males and those with
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color not stated had approximately the same
lengths of stay as females excluding deliveries
had.
Bed Size of Hospital
Days of care in the hospital-size groups
also varied by age. For patients aged 65 years
and over, reported days of care ranged from 26.8
percent of total days of care in the largest hos-
pitals to 42.4 percent in the smallest hospitals
(table 12). Days of care for patients ages 15-44
was 26.0 percent of the total in hospitals with
fewer than 100 beds and 34.2 percent in those
with 500 beds or more.
Average length of stay increased as age
and hospital size increased, ranging from 6.4
days in the smallest hospitals to 8.8 days in the
largest hospitals and from 4.5 days for the
youngest group to 12.1 days for the oldest group.
This was true for both sexes (table 13). The
shortest length of stay, 3.7 days, was for the age
group under 15 discharged from hospitals with
6-99 beds. The longest length of stay was 13.4
days for the group 65 years and over discharged
from hospitals with 500 beds or more,
The pattern of length of stay increasing with
size of hospital was true for each of the four
regions. The trend was most evident in the North-
east Region, where average length of stay in the
largest hospitals exceeded that in the smallest
hospitals by 2.4 days (table 16). This trend was
more pronounced for males than for females,
regardless of delivery status, in each of the
four regions. For the male episodes in the 15-44
age group, the average length of stay in the
largest hospitals was between 53 and 96 percent
longer than that in the smallest hospitals in each
of the regions.
Type of Ownership of Hospital
The 249.4 million days of care utilized in
1973 were distributed by ownership of hospital
as follows: voluntary nonprofit hospitals provided
184,9 million days, or 74.1 percent; government
hospitals 49.4 million days, or 19.8 percent; and
proprietary hospitals 15.1 million days, or 6.1
percent (table 14).
The relative proportion of days of care
provided to males and to females varied con-
siderably among the three types of hospitals.
In government hospitals, the number of days of
care provided for females including deliveries
was 22 percent greater than the number for males;
in voluntary nonprofit hospitals, the number of
days of care was 38 percent greater for females
than for males; and in proprietary hospitals, the
number of days of care was 54 percent greater
for females than for males.
Average length of stay was consistently
shorter in proprietary hospitals than involuntary
nonprofit hospitals for both sexes and all age
groups. Average length of stay in government
hospitals was shorter than in voluntary nonprofit
hospitals for all age groups except under 15
years, where average length of stay was longer
in the government hospitals (table 15). For all
age groups, the average length of stay in pro-
prietary hospitals was shorter than in the other
hospital ownership groups for both sexes, ex-
cluding deliveries.
The difference between length of stay for
males and for females including deliveries was
small for proprietary hospitals and approximately
1 day for voluntary nonprofit and government
hospitals. The average length of stay was about
the same for both sexes with deliveries excluded.
In the group 15-44 years old, the average length
of stay for males varied between half a day and
2 days longer than that for females, regardless




The number of discharges in 1973 for geo-
graphic regions ranged from 5.0 million in the
West Region to 10.O million in the North Central
Region (table 5). The number of discharges per
1,000 population ranged from an estimated 141.4
in the West Region to 175.7 in the North Central
Region; among the age groups the greatest rela-
tive difference is found in the under 15 group,
with discharge rates of 59.3 and 84.8 per 1,000
population in the West and North Central Regions,
respectively (table B).
Table B. Rate of discharges and of days of care and average length of stay for pa-
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339.3 383.5 312.3 217.9
915.2 1,006.8 843.2 655.3
1,786.6 1,992.5 1,474.9 1,275.3
4,441.3 4,653.7 3,832.1 3,344.4
The number of days of care per1,000popu-
lation followed a similar pattern, being lowest
in the West Region and highest inthe North Cen-
tral Region. The rates were 903.0 days and
1,408.9 days, respectively, a difference of 56.0
percent. For patients under age 15years, these
two regions differed even more significantly,
with the days of care per l,OOOin the North Cen-
tral Region (383.5) being 76 percent higher than
the rate in the West Region (217.9 days of care).
Average length of stay in days was highest
in the Northeast Region and again lowest in the
West Region, 9.0 days and6.4 days, respectively.
This pattern was consistent for aIl age groups,
with the difference between the Northeast and
the West Regions being greatest in age groups
45 years andovex.
The average length of stay by sex showed
the same age and regional trends, Length of
stay for both sexes was longest in the Northeast
Average length of stay in days
7.8
7
9.0 8.0 7.3 6.4
4.5 5.1 4.5 4.6
5.7 6.0 5.4 ::;
1::;
1;:: 14.3 1::: 1!:: 1:::
Region for the age group 65 years andover and
shortest in the West Region for the group less
than 15 years. Average length ofstay for males
was slightly longer than that for females in all
regions. Females 65 years and over in eachof
the four regions had longer stays than did males
in this agegroup (table 11).
Color
Color differences in the rate of discharges
were found among the regions. The Northeast
Region had the highest proportion of white dis-
charges (83.4 percent) and the North Central
Region the lowest (70.1 percent) (figure 3).The
South had the smallest proportion of its patients
in the category of color not stated, 6.0 percent,
in contrast to the North Central Region, which
had22.3 percent listed as not stated.










NonheasI south west NorthCentral
REGION
Figure 3. Percent distribution of patients discharged from short-
stay hospitals by color, according to geographic region: United
States, 1973.
of white patients than of all other patients hos-
pitalized, 8.8 percent and 14.8 percent, respec-
tively (figure 4). For all regions, deliveries
represented a smaller proportion of the total
discharges for white patients than for all others.
Average iength of stay by color also varied
among regions. In the Northeast and South Regions
white patients had shorter stays than all others
(figure 5), but the North Central and West Regions
showed stays for whites and all others to be
about the same.
Excluding deliveries, 48.2 percent of the
white patients were 45 years of age and over in
all regions (figure 6), whereas only 30.8 percent
of all other patients were 45 years or older.
For the population 15 years and over, re-
gional differences were found among all other
discharges in the 15-44 age group. Over 65 per-
cent of the discharges of all other patients in
the Northeast and North Central Regions were
in this age group, contrasted to the South and
West, which had only 62.6 and 60.0 percent, re-
spectively, of their
age group (table C).
8
all other discharges in this
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Figure 4. Deliveries as a percent of total discharges from short-
stay hospitals, by geographic region and COIOK Unitad States,
1973.










I 1 I 1 I 1 1 , I I
o 2 4 6 8 10
AVERAGE LENGTH OF STAY IN DAYS
Figure 5. Average length of stay for patients discharged from
short-stay hospitals, by geographic region and color: Unitsd
States, 1973.
Table C. Number and percent distributionof patients 15 years of age and over dis-
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65 years and over----
Table D. Average length of stay for patients 15 years of age and over discharged from
short-stayhospitals, by geographic region, age, and color: United States, 1973
.
Geographic region and age
United States
15 years and over-----------------------------
15-44 years----------------------------------------
45-64 years---------------------------------------.-
65 years and wer -----------------------------------
Northeast
15 years and over-----------------------------
15-44 years--------------------------.,-------------
45-64 years----.----.--------------------------------
65 years and over-----------------------------------
North Central
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Figure 6. Patients aged 45 years and over as a percent of total
discharges from short-stay hospitals, excluding deliveries, by
geographic region and color: Unitad States, 1973.
The average length of stay for all others
varied considerably for the group 65 years and
over among regions, with 10.9 days of care in
the West and 18.4 in the Northeast (table D).
CONCLUSION
Analysis of estimates for 1973 on the utili-
zation of short-stay hospitals in the United States
in terms of age, sex, color, hospital size and
ownership, and region, based on the Hospital
Discharge Survey, can be summarized as follows:
1. Patients under 15 years of age had the
lowest rates of discharges and days of
care per 1,000 population and the short-
est average length of stay of any age
group. Rates of discharges and days of
care and average length of stay increased
with age.
2. Female patients overall had higher dis-
charge and days of care rates than did







er than those of females for age groups
under 15 and 65 years or over. Aver-
age length of stay was generally longer
for males, but it was longer for female
patients aged 65 years and over.
White patients were generally older than
patients in the all other category, had a
greater proportion of female patients,
excluding deliveries, and had a shorter
average length of stay for each age and
sex group.
Small hospitals tended to have a greater
proportion of their patients in the oldest
age group, and large hospitals had pro-
portionately more of their patients in the
15-64 age group. Average length of stay
was shortest in the smallest hospitals
and increased steadily with hospital size.
Voluntary nonprofit hospitals cared for
almost three-quarters of all patients
discharged and reported female dis-
charges 51 percent greater than male.
Voluntary nonprofit hospitals had the
longest average length of stay and pro-
prietary hospitals the shortest.
The North Central Region had the high-
est rate of discharges and days of care
per 1,000 population, and the West Region
had the lowest rates. Average length of
stay was also lowest in the West Region.
In general, patients under 15 years of
age admitted to hospitals with less than
100 beds in the West Region had the
shortest hospital episodes, whereas fe-
male patients 65 years and over admitted
to hospitals with 500 beds or more lo-
cated in the Northeast Region had the
longest average length of stay.
more complete analysis of the interre-
lationships among these variables and their
effects on reported estimates is not possible
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TABLE 1. NUMBER AND PEPCENT DISTRIBUTION OF PATIENTS DISCHARGED FROM SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS BY
COLOR AND AGE OF PATIENT, ACCOROING TO SEX: UNITEO STATES, 1973















NUMBER OF PATIENTS OISCHARGEO PERCENT DISTRIBUTION
TOTAL
ALL AGES . . . . . .
UNDER 15 YEAPS . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . .
65 YEARS ANO OVER..
WHITE
ALL AGES . . . . . .
UNOER 15 YEARS . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . .
65 YEA!?S ANO OVER..
ALL OTHER
ALL AGES . . . . . .
UNOER 15 YEARS . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . .
4S-64 YEARS . . . . . . . .






65 YEARS AND OVER..
IN THOUSANDS












































































































































I 1,619 2,467r288504443385 2181,265503481
L
1/ INCLUDES DISCHARGE OATA FOR WHICH SEX WAS NOT STATED.
15
TABLE 2. NUMBER AND PERCENT DISTltIBUTION CF PATIENTS DISCHARGE FRgM SHflRT-STAY HflSPITALS BY
GEOGRAPHIC REGION AND AGE, ACCORDING TD SEX: UNITED STATES, 1973
(DISCHARGES FROM NONFEDERAL SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS. EXCLUDES NEWBORN INFANTS)
REGION ANO AGE
UNITED STATES
ALL AGES . . . . . .
UNDER 15 YEARS . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . .
65 YEARS AND OVER..
NORTHEAST
ALL AGES . . . . . .
UNOER 15 YEARS . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . .
65 YEARS ANO OVER..
NORTH CENTRAL
ALL AGES......
UNDER 15 YEARS . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . .
65 YEARS AND OVER..
SOUTH
ALL AGES . . . . . .
UNOER 15 YEARS . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . .
65 YEARS AND OVEQ..
~
ALL AGES . . . . . .
UNOER 15 YEARS . . . . .
15-44 YEARS........
45-64 YEARS........
65 YEARS AND OVER..
EIEImE
























































































































































































































1/ INCLUOES DISCHARGE DATA FOR WHICH SEX WAS NOT STATEO.
TABLE 3. NUMBER AND PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF PATIENTS OISCHARGEO FROM SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS BY
BED SIZE OF HOSPITAL ANO AGE OF PATIENT, ACCORDING TO SEX: UNITEO STATES, 1973
(DISCHARGES FROM NONFEDERAL SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS. EXCLUOES NEWBORN INFANTS)
4
BEO SIZE DF
HOSPITAL ANCI AGE m
PERCENT DISTRIBUTIONNUMBER OF PATIENTS OISCHARGEO
IN THOUSANDSALL SIZES
ALL AGES . . . . . .
UNDER 15 YEARS . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . .
45-6+ YEARS . . . . . . . .
65 YEARS AND OVER..
6-99 BEDS
ALL AGES . . . . . .
UNDER 15 YEARS . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . .
65 YEARS AND OVER..
100-199 BEDS
ALL AGES . . . . . .
UNDER 15 YEARS . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . .
65 YEARS ANO OVER..
200-299 BEOS
ALL AGES . . . . . .
UNOER 15 YEARS . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . .
65 YE4RS 4ND OVEQ..
?00-4S9 BEDS
ALL AGES . . . . . .
UNDER 15 YEARS . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . .
65 YEARS ANO OVER..
500 BEOS flR MORE
ALL AGES . . . . . .
UNDER 15 YEARS . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . .
















































































































































































































































1/ INCLUOES DISCHARGE OATA FOR WHICH SEX WAS NOT STATEO.
17
TABLE 4. NUMBER AND PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF PATIENTS DISCHARGED FROM SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS BY
TYPE OF OWNERSHIP OF HOSPITAL AND AGE OF PATIENT, ACCORDING TO SEX: UNITED STATES, 1973



























II I III 1 I
NUMBER OF OISCHARGEO PATIENTS I PEPCENT DISTRIBUTION
ALL TYPES















































UNDER 15 YEARS . . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . .





















UNOER 15 YEARS . . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . .




















































ALL AGES . . . . . . . 100.0
UNDER 15 YEARS . . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . .

























ALL AGES . . . . . . . 100.0
UNOER 15 YEARS . . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . .





















1/ INCLUOES DISCHARGE OATA FOR WHICH SEX WAS NOT STATEO.
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TABLE 5. NUMBER OF PATIENTS DISCHARGED FROM SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS AND OAYS OF CARE? BY SEXV AGEv
GEOGRAPHIC REGION, ANO BEO SIZE OF HOSPITAL: UNITEO STATES, 1973
(DISCHARGES FROM NONFEDERAL SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS. EXCLUOES NEWBORN INFANTS)
SEX, AGE, ANO REGION
BEO SIZE OF HOSPITAL
500
ALL 6-99 1oo- BEOS









NUMBER GF PATIENTS OISCHARGEO
IN THOUSANOS
NUMBER OF OAYS OF CARE
1/ BOTH SEXES























































UNDER 15 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
65 YEARS AND OVER . . . . . . . . . . . .
NORTHEAST . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
UNDER 15 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .



































20,060NOPTH CENTRAL . . . . . . . . . . .
UNDER 15 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

































































































SOUTH . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
UNDER 15 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .











WEST . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
UNDER 15 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
65 YEARS ANO OVER . . . . . . . . . . . .
MALE
















UNDER 15 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .








































6,074NORTHEAST . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
UNDER 15 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

































1/ INCLUDES OISCHARGE DATA FOR WHICH SEX WAS NOT STATEO.
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TABLE 5. NUMBER OF PATIENTS DISCHARGED FRCM SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS AND DAYS OF CARE, BY SEX, AGEJ
GEOGRAPHIC REGION, AND BED SIZE OF HOSPITAL: UNITED STATES, 1973--CON.
(DISCHARGES FROM NONFEDERAL SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS. EXCLUOES NEWBORN INFANTS)













II I III I I
NUMBER OF PATIENTS DISCHARGE
IN THOUSANOS
NUMBER @F OAYS OF CARE
IN THOUSANDSMALE--CON.
NORTH CENTRAL . . . . . . . . . . . 2,480 9,1944,019 586 953 33,673 49119 20v 360
UNDER 15 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .








































































































UNOER 15 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . ..(
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
65 YEARS ANO OVER . . . . . . . . ...<
WEST . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
UNDER 15 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...<
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .















































UNITEO STATES . . . . . . . . . . . 143,271
UNDER 15 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
























26,614NORTHEAST . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 36,979
UNDER 15 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .





































































UNDER 15 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1*44 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .





1,845SOUTH . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 41,990
UNDER 15 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
4+64 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
























TABLE 5. NUMBER CF PATIENTS DISCHARGED FRCM SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS AND DAYS OF CARE, BY SEX* AGE,
GEOGRAPHIC REGION, AND BED SIZE OF HOSPITAL: UNITEO STATES, 1973--CON.
(DISCHARGES FROM NONFEDERAL SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS. EXCLUDES NEWBORN INFANTS)












NUMBER OF PATIENTS DISCHARGED
IN THOUSANOS










2,278WEST . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,970 832 1,793 345 11,610
UNDER 15 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
15-44 YEARs..................
45-64 YEARS.................W

































































UNOER 15 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .









































UNOER 15 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .





5,068NORTH CENTRAL . . . . . . . . . . .
UNOER 15 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .




































SOUTH . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
UNOER 15 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

























WEST . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
T

















UNOER 15 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .















TABLE 6. NUMBERt PERCENT DISTRIBUTION, AND RATE OF OAYS OF CARE, AVERAGE NUMBER OF HOSPITAL
BEOS OCCUPIED DAILY, AND AVERAGE LENGTH OF STAY FOR PATIENTS DISCHARGED FROM SHORT-STAY HOSPI-
TALS BY SEX ANO AGE: UNITED STATES, 1973
(DISCHARGES FROM NONFEDERAL SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS. EXCLUDES NEWBORN INFANTS)
SEX AND AGE
2/ BOTH SEXES
ALL AGES . . . . . . . . . . .
UNDER 1 YEAR . . . . . . . . . . . .
1-4 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
5-14 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1%24 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . .
25-34 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . .
35-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . .
45-54 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . .
55-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . .
65-74 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . .
75 YEARS AND OVER . . . . . . .
MALE
. ALL AGES . . . . . . . . . . .
UNDER 1 YEAR . . . . . . . . . . . .
1-4 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
5-14 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
15-24 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . .
25-34 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . .
35-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . .
45-54 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . .
55-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . .
65-74 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . .
75 YEARS ANO OVER . . . . . . .
FEMALE
ALL AGES ...........
UNDER 1 YEAR . . . . . . . . . . . .
1-4 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
5-14 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
15-24 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . .
25-34 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . .
35-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . .
45-54 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . .
55-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . .
65-74 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . .





















































































































































































1/ EXPRESSED AS DAILY NUMBER OF BEOS OCCUPIEO PER 100,000 CIVILIAN, NONINSTITUTIONALIZED POPL!-
LATION.
2/ INCLUOES DISCHARGE DATA FOR WHICH SEX WAS NOT STATEO.
22
TABLE 7. NUMBER AND PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF PATIENTS OISCHARGEO FROM SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS BY
AGE ANO LENGTH OF STAY, ACCORDING TO SEX: UNITED STATES, 1973


















NUMBER OF OISCHARGEO PATIENTS
ALL AGES
ALL STAYS . . . . . . . .
IN THOUSANOS













LESS THAN 1 DAY . . . . . . .
1 OAF . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
2 OAFS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
3 OAFS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
4 OAFS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
5-6 OAFS . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
7-8 DAYS . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
9-10 OAFS . . . . . . . . . . . . .
11-20 DAYS . . . . . . . . . . . .
21-30 DAYS . . . . . . . . . . . .
31 OAYS OR MORE . . . . . . .
!,INOER 15 YEARS
ALL STAYS . . . . . . . .
LESS THAN 1 OAY . . . . . . .
1 DAY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
2 DAYS., . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
3 DAYS. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
4 QUAYS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
5-6 OAFS . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
7-8 OAFS . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
9-10 OAFS . . . . . . . . . . . . .
11-20 DAYS . . . . . . . . . . . .
21-30 DAYS . . . . . . . . . . . .
31 DAYS OR MORE . . . . . . .
15-44 YEARS
ALL STAYS . . . . . . . .
LESS THAN 1 OAY . . . . . . .
1 DAY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
2 DAYS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
3 OAFS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .




















































































































































































































































































1/ INCLUDES DISCHARGE OATA FOR WHICH SEX WAS NOT STATEO.
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TABLE 7. NUMBER AND PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF PATIENTS OISCHARGEO FROM SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS BY
AGE ANO LENGTH OF STAY, ACCCIROING TO SEX: UNITED STATES, 1973--C3N.




ALL STAYS . . . . . . . .
LESS THAN 1 OAY . . . . . . .
1 OAF . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
2 DAYS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
3 OAFS . . . . . . . . . . . . .._.
4 OAFS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
5-6 OAFS . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
7-8 OAFS . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
9-10 OAFS . . . . . . . . . . . . .
11-20 OAFS . . . . . . . . . . . .
21-30 OAFS . . . . . . . . . . . .
31 OAYS OR MORE . . . . . . .
65 YEARS AND OVER
ALL STAYS . . . . . . . .
LESS THAN 1 OAY . . . . . . .
1 DAY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
2 OAFS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
3 DAYS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
4 OAFS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
5-6 DAYS . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
7-8 OAFS . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
9-lIJ DAYS . . . . . . . . . . . . .
11-2CI OAFS . . . . . . . . . . . .
21-30 OAFS . . . . . . . . . . . .








































































































































































































1/ INCLUDES OISCHARGE OATA FOR WHICH SEX WAS NOT STATED.
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TABLE 8. NUMBER AND PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF DAYS OF CARE FOR PATIENTS DISCHARGED FROM SHORT-STAY
HOSPITALS BY COLOR AND AGE OF PATIENT, ACCORDING TO SEX: UNITEO STATES, 1973















COLOR ANO AGE 1/ BOTH
SEXES
MALE
NUMBER OF OAYS OF CARE
TOTAL’














































UNDER 15 YEARS . . . . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . .
65 YEARS ANO OVER . . . . .
WHITE
ALL AGES . . . . . . . . .
UNOER 15 YEARS . . . . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . .
65 YEARS ANO OVER . . . . .
ALL OTHER
ALL AGES . . . . . . . . .
UNDER 15 YEARS . . . . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . .
65 YEARS ANO OVER . . . . .
COLOR NOT STATEO
ALL AGES . . . . . . . . .
UNDER 15 YEARS . . . . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . .






















































































































1/ INCLUOES DISCHARGE OATA FOR WHICH SEX WAS NOT STATEO.
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TABLE 9. AVERAGE LENGTH OF STAY FOR PATIENTS DISCHARGE FROM SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS BY CCILORt AGE?
ANO SEX: UNITED STATES, 1973
(DISCHARGES FROM NONFEDERAL SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS. EXCLUOES NEWBORN INFANTS)
COLOR ANO AGE
TCTAL
ALL AGES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
UNDER 15 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
65 YEARS AND OVER . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
iiHITE
ALL AGES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
UNDER 15 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
65 YEARS ANO OVER . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
ALL OTHER
ALL AGES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
UNDER 15 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
65 YEARS ANO CIDER . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
COLOR NOT STATED
ALL AGES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
UNDER 15 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
65 YEARS ANO OVER . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
FEMALE FEMALE
1/ BOTH MALE INCLUDING EXCLUDING
SEXES DELIVERIES DELIVERIES
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TABLE 10. NUMBER AND PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF DAYS OF CARE FnR PATIENTS DISCHARGED FROM SHORT-STAY
HOSPITALS BY GEOGRAPHIC REGION ANO AGE, ACCORDING TO SEX: UNITEO STATES, 1973
(DISCHARGES FROM NONFEDERAL SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS. EXCLUOES NEWBORN INFANTS)
EIEIm
NUMBER OF DAYS OF CARE a
FEMALE FEMALE
INCLUD- EXCLUD-






UNITED STATES IN THOUSANOS











































UNOEP 15 YEARS . . . . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . .
































ALL AGES . . . . . . . . .
UNOER 15 YEARS . . . . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . .



























ALL AGES . . . . . . . . .
UNDER 15 YEARS . . . . . . . .
15-4+ YEARS . . . . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . .



























































ALL AGES . . . . . . . . .
UNDER 15 YEARS . . . . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . .







































UNOER 15 YEARS . . . . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . .
45-64 YAPS . . . . . . . . . . .





1/ INCLUDES OISCHARGE DATA FOR WHICH SEX WAS NOT STATED.
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TABLE 11. AVERAGE LENGTH OF STAY FOR PATIENTS DISCHARGE FROM SHT3RT-STAY HOSPITALS BY GEOGRAPHIC
REGION, AGE, ANO SEX: UNITEO STATES, 1973
(DISCHARGES FROM NONFEDERAL SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS. EXCLUOFS NEWBOPN INFANTS)
REGION ANO AGE
UNITED STATES
ALL AGES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
UNOER 15 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
65 YEARS ANO OVER . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
NORTHEAST
ALL AGES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
UNOER 15 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
65 YEARS ANO OVER . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
NORTH CENTRAL
ALL AGES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
UNOEF 15 YEARS . . . ● . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ● . . . . . . ●
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
65 YEARS AND OVER . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
SOUTH
ALL AGES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
UNOER 15 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
65 YEARS 4N0 OVER . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
WEST
ALL AGES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
UNOER 15 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1+44 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
65 YEARS AND OVER . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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TABLE 12. NUMBER AND PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF OAYS OF CARE FOR PATIENTS DISCHARGE FROM SHORT-STAY
HOSPITALS BY BEO SIZE OF HOSPITAL ANO AGE OF PATIENT, ACCOROING TO SEX: UNITED STATES, 1973









1/ BOTH MALE I NG I NG





NUMBER OF DAYS OF CARE PEPC.ENT DISTRIBUTION
ALL SIZES





































UNOER 15 YEARS . . . . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . .





















ALL AGES . . . . . . . . . 17,428
UNOER 15 YEARS . . . . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . .











































UNDER 15 YEARS . . . . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . .

































UNDER 15 YEARS . . . . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . .
65 YEARS dNO OVER . . . . .








































UNDER 15 YEARS . . . . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . .
















500 BEDS OR YORE





UNOER 15 YEARS . . . . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . .
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TABLE 13. AVERAGE LENGTH OF STAY FOR PATIENTS DISCHARGED FROM SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS BY BED SIZE
OF HOSPITAL, AGE OF PATIENT, ANO SEX: UNITEO STATES, 1973




BED SIZE OF HOSPITAL AND AGE 1/ BOTH
SEX ES
AVERAGE LENGTH OF STAY IN DAYSALL SIZES











UNOER 15 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .



























UNOER 15 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
65 YEARS ANO OVER . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
100-199 8EDS

















UNDER 15 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
65 YEARS 4N0 OVER . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
200-299 BEOS
7.3 8.0ALL AGES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7.7 8.2
UNOER 15 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1!+44 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .























9.0 8.1 8.8ALL AGES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
UNOER 15 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .



















ALL AGES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8.8 9.8 8.2
UNOER 15 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .













1/ INCLUDES DISCHARGE DATA FOR WHICH SEX WAS NOT STATED.
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TABLE 14. NUMBER AND PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF DAYS OF CARE FOR PATIENTS DISCHARGE FROM SHORT-STAY
HOSPITALS BY TYPE OF OWNERSHIP OF HOSPITAL ANO AGE OF PATIENT, ACCOROING TO SEX: UNITED STATES,
1973






























NUMBER OF OAYS OF CARE PERCENT DISTRIBUTION
ALL TYPES










































































I UNOER 15 YAPS . . . . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . .











ALL AGES . . . . . . . . .
UNOER 15 YEARS . . . . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . .



























ALL AGES . . . . . . . . . 49,377
UNOER 15 YEARS . . . . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . .


























UNOER 15 YEARS . . . . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . .
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TABLE 15. AVERAGE LENGTH OF STAY FOR PATIENTS DISCHARGE FROM SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS BY TYPE OF
OWNERSHIP OF HOSPITAL, AGE OF PATIENT, ANO SEX: UNITEO STATES, 1973
(DISCHARGES FROM NONFEDERAL SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS. EXCLUDES NEWBORN INFANTS)




AGES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
4+64 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
65 YEAPS ANO OVER . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
VOLUNTARY NONPROFIT
ALL AGES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
UNOER 15 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
65 YEARS ANO OVER . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
GOVERNfJENT
ALL AGES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
UNDER 15 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .




45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
AND OVER . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
PROPRIETARY
AGES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
65 YEARS AND OVER . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
FEMALE FEMALE
1/ BOTH MALE INCLUOING EXCLUOING
SEXES DELIVERIES DELIVERIES
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TABLE 16. AVERAGE LENGTH OF STAY FOR PATIENTS DISCHARGED FROM SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS BY SEX? AGEy
GEOGRAPHIC REGION, ANO BED SIZE OF HOSPITAL: UNITEO STATES, 1973














































ALL AGES . . . .
























































15-44 YEARS . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . .
















































15-44 YEARS . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . .


























































ALL AGES.... B. 1
UNOER 15 YEARS...
15-44 YEARS . . . . . .
45-64 YEARS . . . . . .






















































ALL AGES . . . .
UNOER 15 YEARS...
15-44 YEARS . . . . . .
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TABLE 17. NUMBER , PERCENT DISTRIBUTION, ANO RATE OF PATIENTS DISCHAt?GFD FROM SHITJRT-STAY HflSPI-
TALS, BY SEX AND AGE: UNITEO STATES, 1973




UNOER 1 YEAR . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1-4 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
5-14 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
15-24 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
25-34 YEARS . . ...*.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
35-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
45-54 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
55-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
65-74 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
75 YEARS ANO OVER . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
MALE
ALL AGES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
UNOER 1 YEAR .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1-4 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
5-14 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
15-24 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
25-34 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
3+44 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
45-54 YEAF.S . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
55-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
65-74 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
75 YEARS ANO OVER . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
FEMALE
ALL AGES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
UNOER 1 YEAR . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1-4 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
5-14 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
15-24 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
25-34 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
35-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
45-54 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
55-64 YEARS . . . . . . - . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
65-74 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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APPENDIX I
TECHNICAL NOTES ON METHODS
Statistical Design of the Hospital
Discharge Survey
Scope of the survey. —The scope of the Hospital
Discharge Survey (HDS) encompasses patients dis-
charged from noninstitutional hospitals which have
six beds or more for inpatient use, are located in the
50 States and the District of Columbia, and have an
average length of stay of less than 30 days. Although
all discharges of inpatients from these hospitals are
within the scope of the survey, all newborn infants
are excluded from this report.
Sampling frame and bed size of hospital, --’The
universe (sampling frame) for the HDS consists of
short-stay hospitals, excluding military and Veterans
Administration hospitals, that are included in the
Master Facility Inventory of Hospitals and Institutions
(MFI). A detailed description of how the MFI was
developed, its content, plans for maintaining it, and
procedures for assessing the completeness of its
coverage is published in an earlier report. *7
There were 7,407 hospitals in the universe. The
distribution of short-stay hospitals by bed size and
region in the universe and in the HDS sample is shown
in table L The sample for 1973 consisted of 497 hos-
pitals, of which 31 were ruled out of scope of the 1973
survey because they failed to meet the definition of a
short - stay hospit’al and of which 42 refused to partici-
pate. Estimates are based on a sample of about
225,000 abstracts from the remaining 424 hospitals
that participated in 1973.
Sample design. -All hospitals with 1,000 beds or
more in the universe of short-stay hospitals were
selected with certainty in the sample. AH hospitals
with less than 1,000 beds were stratified, the primary
strata being the 24 bed-size-by-region classes shown
in table I. Within each of these 24 primary strata,
the allocation of the hospitals was made through
a controlled-selection technique so that hospitals in
the sample would be properly distributed with regard
to ownership and geographic division. Sample hos-
pitals were drawn with probabilities ranging from
certainty for the largest hospitals to 1 in 40 for the
smalleat hospitals.
NOTE: The list of references followsthe text.
The within-hospital sampling ratio for selecting
discharges varied inversely with the probability of
selection of the hospital. The smallest sampling frac-
tion of discharged patients was taken in the largest
hospitals, and the largest fraction was taken in the
smallest hospitals. This was done to compensate for
the fact that hospitals were selected with probabilities
proportionate to their size class and to assure that
the overall probability of selecting a discharge would
be approximately the same in all hospitals.
In all hospitals the daily listing sheet of discharges
was the frame from which the subsamples of dis-
charges were selected within the sample hospitals.
The sample discharges were selected by a random
technique, usually on the basis of the terminal digit(s)
of the patient’s medical record number-a number
assigned when the patient was admitted to the hos-
pital. If the hospital’s daily discharge listing did not
show the medical record numbers, the sample was
selected by starting with a randomly selected dis-
charge and taking every k th discharge thereafter.
Estimation. —Statistics produced by the HDS are
derived by a complex procedure. The basic unit of
estimation is the sample patient abstract. The esti-
mating procedure used to produce essentially unbiased
national estimates has three principal components:
(1) inflation of reciprocals of the probabilities of
sample selection, (2) adjustment for nonresponse, and
(3) ratio adjustments to fixed totals. These components
are described in appendix I of two earlier publi-
cations. l,2
Data Collection and Processing
Data collection. —Depending on the study procedure
agreed upon with the hospital administrator, the sample
selection and the transcription of information from the
hospital records to the abstract forms were performed
by either the hospital staff or representatives of the
National Center for Health Statistics (NCHS), or by
both. In more than three-fourths of the hospitals that
participated in the HDS during 1973, this work was
performed by the medical records department of the
hospital. In the remaining hospitals, nearly all the
work was performed by personnel of the U.S. Bureau
of the Census acting for NCHS.
35
Table I. Distributionof short-stayhospitals in the universe (MFI) and in the Hospital Discharge
Survey sample, and the number of hospitals that participatedin the survey, by size of hospital



































scribedfrom hospitalrecordsto theform shown in
figure1.
Data processing and editing of data. —Shipments
of completedabstractforms for each samplehos-
pital, alongwith sample selectioncontrolsheets,
were transmittedtoNCHS forprocessing.Everyship-




Finaleditingwas done by computer inspection
of thedemographicdatacomparedwiththecategory




















































































































was left blank, it was coded and tabulated as “not
stated.”
Very few rejectswere encountered.Thosefound
were correctedbyinspectionfdataonthecomputer
tape.lfagewas leftblank,itwas imputedby assign-
ingthepatientan ageconsistentwiththeagesofother
patientswiththesame categorycode.lfthedatesof





age. Other missingdemographicitemswere coded
andtabulatedas %ot stated.rr
Figure 1. Medical Abstract for the Hospital Discharge Survey.
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MEDICAL ABSTRACT - HOSPITAL OISCHARGE SURVEY
1. Patient Identification
1. Hospital number . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4. Date of admission
2. HDSnumber . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Month Day Year
5. Date of discharge
3. Macfical record number. . . . . Mcmth Day Year
Il. Patient Characteristics








3. .%X: lDMale 2 ❑ Famale
4. Race orcoloc 1 Dlkhita
—
2 ❑ Negro 3 ❑ Othar nonwhite 4 ❑ ‘“Nonwhite’” 5 ❑ Not stated
5. Marital status: lnMarriad 2 ❑ Single 3 l_JWidowed 4D Divorced 5 ❑ Separated 6 ❑ Not stated
6. Discharge status 1 ❑ Alive 2 G Daad
Ill. Diagnoses and Operations
1. Final diagnoses:
❑ saa reverse side
*
2. Operations:
(J see reverse side
Conrpletadby Date
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@erations
37
Table II. Ci.vi-lhn nonhstitutionalized popula- Population Estimates
tion, by age and sex: United States, July 1,.--,.
LY/5
[Consistent with Current Poptsktion Reports, Series P-25, No. 500.
The base populations used in computing rates are
Numbers in thousands ]
unpublished estimates for the U.S. civilian noninstitu-



































































U.S. Bureau of the Census.
The population estimates for the United States by
age and sex (table H) and by age, sex, and geographic
region (table 111) are consistent with the estimates of
the civilian population published by the U.S. Bureau of
the Census in Cuwent Population Reports, SeriesP-25.
However, they are not official population estimates
of the U.S. Bureau of the Census. Estimates of the
regional populations by age and sex were providedby
the U.S. Bureau of the Census specifically for usein
the HDS for computing rates.
General Qualifications
Rounding of numbers.— Estimates of the numb&r
of discharges and numherofdays of care were round-
ed to the nearest thousand for tabular presentation.
Percents and rates were calculated on the basis of
unrounded estimates. Due to rounding, detailed figures
within tables do not always add to totals.
Patient characteristics not stated. —Age andjor
sex was not stated for less than lpercentofall 1973
discharges. However, color was not stated for ap-
proximately 13 percent of the patients discharged
Table III. Civilian noninstitutionalized population, by sex, geographic region, and age: United
States, July 1, 1973
[Consistent with Current Population Reports, Series P-25, No. 500. Numbers in thousands]





































































during each year. The proportion of sample hos-
pital records with color not stated varied consider-
ably among the sample hospitals.
Reliability of Estimates
Estimates from sample surveys such as the HDS
are subject to two types of errors—measurement or
nonsampling errors, and sampling errors. Measure-
ment errotw can occur in a complete count or census
as well as in a sample survey. Sampling errors, on
the other hand, occur because a sample instead of a
complete count is taken.
ikfeasuyement errors. —These include errors due
to hospital nonresponse, missing abstracts, informa-
tion incompletely or inaccurately recorded on abstract
forms, and processing errors. Some of these have
been discussed in earlier sections.
Sompling errors. -The standard error in this
survey is primarily a measure of the sampling vari-
ability that occurs by chance because the estimates
are based on a sample of short-stay hospitals rather
than on all discharges from all short-stay hospitals.
The relative standard error of an estimate is ob-
tained by dividing the standard error of the estimate
by the estimate itself and is expressed as a percent-
age of the estimate.
The chances are about 68 out of 100 that the value
obtained in a complete enumeration is contained in
the interval represented by the estimate plus and
minus one standard error of the estimate, 95 out of
100 for two standard errors, and 99 out of 100 for
2 1/2 standard errors. Applying the illustration at
the bottom of figure II, the chances are about 68
out of 100 that the value that would be obtained in a
complete enumeration is contained in the interval
4,243,000 k 5.0 percent of 4,243,000 (between 4,030,850
and 4,455, 150); 99 out of 100 for the interval 4,243,000
~ 500 percent of 4,243,000, multiplied by 2.5.
The standard error of one statistic is generally
different from that of another even when the two come
from the same survey. To derive standard errors
that would be applicable to a wide variety of statistics
and that could be prepared at a moderate cost, a
number of approximations were required. As a result,
figure II and tables IV and V provide general standard
Figure 11. Approximate relative standard errors of estimated numbers of patients discharged for patient characteristics, by geographic region and/or













SIZE OF ESTIMATE IN THOUSANDS
///ustrationof use of figure//: As shown in table 2, an estimated 4,243,000 patients aged 15-44 years were discharged during 1973 within the South
Region. The relative standard error of this astimate as read from the line “Region and/or size groups“ is approximately 5.0 percent: the standard
error of 4,243,000b 212,150 (5.0 percentof 4,243,000).
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errors for a wide variety of estimates rather than the
specific error for any statistic.
The relative standard errors and approximate
standard errors of percentages that have been pre-
pared for this report are applicable to estimates of
discharges and days of care for patient characteristics
(age, sex, color, marital status, and discharge status,
and cross-classifications, e.g., age by sex) cross-
classified by one of three hospital groupings as follows:
(1) by region (e;g., Northeast) and/or by size (e.g.,
6-99 beds), (2) by type of ownership (e.g., government),
or (3) by hospitals summed over all regions, size, and
ownership groups (all hospitals). The particular figure
or table to which one refers to obtain a sampling error
is contingent upon both the type of estimate (e.g., dis-
charges) and the hospital grouping with which the
patient characteristic(s) is cross-classified. The pro-
cedures that apply are as follows:
1. Approximate relative standard errors of esti-
mated number of discharges are obtained from




Approximate relative standard errors of esti-
mated number of days of care are obtained
from the curves shown in figure 111.
Approximate standard errors of estimated per-
centages of discharges when the character-
istic(s) used to form the numerator of the per-
centage is a subclass of the denominator are
shown in table IV.
Approximate standard errors of estimated per-
centages of days of care when the character-
istic(s) used to form the numerator of the per-
centage is a subclass of the denominator are
shown in table V.
Approximate standard errors of average lengths
of stay can be calculated as in the following example:
Suppose the standard error ~R,) of the average length
of stay during 1973 for males aged 15-44 years for
all hospitals is desired. The estimated number of
discharges for this statistic is 3,873,000 (table 1) and
the estimated number of days of care is 26,337,000
(table 10).
Figure II 1. Approximate relative standard errors of estimated numbers of days of care for patient characteristics, by geographic region and/or size of








///ustration of use of figure ///: As shown in table 14, an eetimated 4,758,000 days of care during 1973 were provided to patients aged 15-44 years in
proprietary hospitals. The ralative standard error of this estimate as read from the line “Ownership groups” is approximately 17.0 percenfi the stand-
ard error is 808,860 (17.0 percent of 4,758,000).
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Table IV. Approximate standard errors of per-
centages shown in this report for discharges:
Patient characteristics classifiedby geograph-



































I~kstrationofuse of table IV: Table lshows
that 29.3 percent of the 9,899,000 white male
patients discharged during 1973 from all hos-
pitals were aged 45-64 years. Linear interpola-
tion between the values shown in table IV will
yield an approximate standard error of 0.5 per-
cent for an estimate of 29.3 percent with abase
of 9,899,000.





The relativestandarderror V(,,) of26,337,ooo(frotn
all hospitalscurve in figure III) is 2.9 percent or
.029; ~J2 =.0292 .Therelative standard error (VY,) of
3,S73,000 (from all hospitals curve in figure H) is
3,2 percentor ,032;1.$2=.0322.The sample correlation
coefficient (r) which measures the closeness of the
relation between the estimated number of days of care
Table V. Approximate standard errors of per-
centages shown in this report for days of care:
Patient characteristics classifiedby geograph-
ic region and for all hospitals
[Standarderromforpatientcharacteristicsclas ifiedbysizeofbospitd























































Illustration ofuse oftable V: Table 12 shows
that of the 24.655.000 davs of care Drovided for
males discharged during l!173fromhckpitals with
500 beds or more, 27.4 percent of the days were
utilized by uatients 65 years and over. Linear
interpolation between thk values shown in table
V will yield an approximate standard error of
1.9 percent foranestimate of 27.4 percent with
a base of 24,655,000.
and theestimatednumber ofdischargeshas been com-
putedtobe .75.









Terms Relating to Hospitalization
APPENDIX II
OF CERTAIN TERMS USED IN THIS REPORT
Patient.—A person who is formally admitted to the
inpatient service of a short-stay hospital for obser-
vation, care, diagnosis, or treatment. In this report
the number of patients refers to the number of dis-
charges during 197,3 including multiple discharges of
the same individual (if any) from one short-stay
hospital or more. All newborn infants, defined as those
admitted by birth to the hospital, are excluded from
this report. “Inpatient” and “patient” are used syn-
onymously.
Patients under 1 year of age.— Includes infants
admitted on the day of birth, directly or by transfer
from another medical facility, with or without mention
of a disease, disorder, or immaturity.
Discharge.-The formal release of an inpatient
by a hospital, that is, the termination of a period of
hospitalization by death or by disposition to place of
residence, nursing home, or another hospital. In this
report, “discharges” and “patients (or inpatients)
discharged” are used synonymously.
Dischwge rate. —The ratio of the number of
hospital discharges (inpatients) during a year to the
number of persons in the civilian noninstitutionalized
population as of July 1 of that year.
Days of care. —The total number of inpatient
days accumulated at time of discharge by patients
discharged from short-stay hospitals during 1973.
A stay of less than 1 day (inpatient admission and
discharge on the same day) is counted as 1 day in
the summation of total days of care. For patients
admitted and discharged on different days, the numlxm
of days of care is computed by counting all days from
(and including) the date of admission to (but not
including) the date of discharge.
Rate of days of care.— The ratio of the number of
inpatient days accumulated at time of discharge by
patients discharged from short-stay hospitals during
a year to the number of persons in the civilian non-
institutionalized population as of July 1 of that year.
Ave+tzge length of stay. —The total number of
inpatient days accumulated at time of discharge by
patients discharged during 1973 divided by the number
of patients discharged. “Average stay, ” “duration of
stay,” and “length of stay” are used interchangeably.
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Hospitals and Hospital Characteristics
Short-stuy hospitals. —General and short-term I
special hospitals having six beds or more for inpatient
use and an average (mean) length of stay of less than
30 days. Military and Veterans Administration hospitals
and hospital units of institutions are not included.
“Hospitals” and “short-stay hospitals” are used syn-
onymously.
Size of hospital. -Measured by the number of beds,
cribs, and pediatric bassinets regularly maintained
(set up and staffed for use) for inpatients; bassinets
for newborn infants are not included. In this report the
classification of hospitals by bed size is based on the
number of beds at or near midyear reported by the
hospitals.
Location of hospifals. —See “Geographic region.”
Type of ownership of hospital. —Refers to the type
of organization that controls and operates the hospital.
In this report the classification of hospitals by type of
ownership is based on responses provided by sample




VolunfaYy hospifuls. Hospitals operated by a church
or another nonprofit organization.
Government hospitals. Hospitals operated by State
and local governments.
Proprietary hosfiitals. Hospitals controlled by in-
dividuals, ‘partnerships, or- corporations for profit.
Demographic Terms
Age. — Refers to age at last birthday prior to
admission to the hospital inpatient service. (Newborn
infants are not included.)
CO1OY.—In this report patients are classified into
two groups, “white” and “all other. ” The all other
classification includes all categories other than white,
some of which are too small for statistical purposes
to be presented separately. White includes Mexican
and Puerto Rican unless specifically identified as all
other.
Geog’mphic region. — In this report hospitals are
classified by location according to the four geographic
regions of the United States which correspond to those






Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont,
Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Con-
necticut, New York, New Jersey,
and Pennsylvania
Michigan, Ohio, Illinois, Indiana,
Wisconsin, Minnesota, Iowa, Mis-
souri, North Dakota, South Dakota,
Nebraska, and Kansas
South ----------- Delaware, Maryland, District of Co-
lumbia, Virginia, West Virginia,
North Carolina, South Carolina,
Georgia, Florida, Kentucky, Ten-
nessee, Alabama, Mississippi, Ar-
kansas, Louisiana, Oklahoma, agd
Texas
West ------------ Montana, Idaho, Wyoming, Colorado,













VITAL AND HEALTH STATISTICS PUBLICATIONS SERIES
Formerly fiblic Health Service Ikblication No. 1000
Programs and Collection F%ocedures. –Reports which describe the general programs of the National
Center for Health Statistics and its offices and divisions, data collection methods used, definitions, and
other material necessary for understanding the data.
Data Evaluation and Methods Research. –Studies of new statistical methodology including experimental
tests of new survey methods, studies of vital statistics collection methods, new analytical techniques,
objective evaluations of reliability of collected data, contributions to statistical theory.
Analytical Studies. –Reports presenting analytical or interpretive studies based on vital and health
statistics, carrying the analysis further than the expository types of reports in the other series.
Documents and Committee Reports. –Final reports of major committees concerned with vital and
health statistics, and documents such as recommended model vital registration laws and revised birth
and death certificates.
Data horn the Health Znterm”ew Survey. –Statistics on illness; accidental injuries; disability; use of
hosp~tal, medical. dental, and other se~ices; and other health-related topics, based on data collected in
a continuing national household interview survey.
Series 11. Data from the Health Examination Survey. –Data from direct examination, testing, and measurement
of national samples of the civilian, noninstitutionalized population provide the basis for two types of
reports: (1) estimates of the medically defined prevalence of specific diseases in the United States and
the distributions of the population with respect to physical, physiological, and psychological charac-
teristics; and (2) analysis of relationships among the various measurements without reference to an
explicit finite universe of persons.
Sm”es 12. Data from the Institutionalized Population Surveys. –Discontinued effective 1975. Future reports from
these surveys will be in Series 13.
Serr”es 13. Data on Health Resources Utilization. –Statistics on the utilization of health manpower and facilities






Data on Health Resources: Manpower and Facilities. –Statistics on the numbers, geographic distrib-
ution, and characteristics of health resources including physicians, dentists, nurses, other health occu-
pations, hospitals, nursing homes, and outpatient facilities.
Data on Mortality. –Various statistics on mortality other than as included in regular annual or monthly
reports. Special analyses by cause of death, age, and other demographic variables; geographic and time
series analyses; and stat istics on characteristics of deaths not available from the vital records, based on
sample surveys of those records.
Data on Natality, Mum”age, and Divorce. –Various statistics on natality, marriage, and divorce other
than as included in regular annual or monthly reports. Special analyses by demographic variables;
geographic and time series analyses; studies of fertility; and statistics on characteristics of births not
available from the vital records, based on sample surveys of those records.
Data from the National Mortality and Natality Surveys. –Discontinued effective 1975. Future reports
from these sample surveys based on vital records will be included in Series 20 and 21, respectively.
Data from the National Surrwy of Family Growth. –Statistics on fertility, family formation and disso-
lution, family planning, and related maternal and infant health topics derived from a biennial survey of
a nationwide probability sample of ever-married women 1544 years of age.
For a list of titles of reports published in these series, write to: Scientific and Technical Information Branch
* National Center for Health Statistics
Public Health Service, HRA
Rockville, Md. 20852
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